Starting a New Dance Group 
Calvin Campbell 


First, | believe that | should warn everyone that if you expect to make money or even be 
well paid for leading a community dance group, forget it. If you want to have fun and create a 
great bunch of friends, read on. 


One of the biggest problems in starting any new dance group is finding a place to dance 
that you can afford. Any of these facilities require an inside person who is normally a member 
of the facility or the organization that owns the facility. 


When | first started calling 64+ years ago, | was a student at a college. The university had 
a student dance club and the dances were all called by students. No one got paid. We each 
took our turn on the mic and a local caller provided an education session for new callers one 
Sunday afternoon a month. We danced at university facilities that were free. 


My first paid gig was for a young marrieds group at a local church. The group met twice a 
month, during the fall and winter, and the group lasted two years before | graduated from 
college. Over the years, I’ve found that churches are great places to start a dance. They have 
the facilities and community dancing or square dancing provides a recreation that is 
wholesome. 


Probably the best approach is to find a church that is large enough to have paid staff 
minister positions. Youth ministers, and young marrieds ministers are examples. Then you 
need to arrive with a well organized plan and a clearly defined sales pitch. | have a friend that 
has had great success with the Baptist and Methodist Churches, | have to point out that he is a 
super salesman and it took years to build up a network of churches that employee him. 


Many communities have housing areas with community halls. | know of a new caller who 
has recently had success in getting a small dance group started in one of these community 
halls. Once again the attraction is that the rent is minimal. The disadvantage is that the hall is 
small. 


In the Denver area, the lifeblood of square dance are the Grange halls. My community 
dance group has been dancing at a Grange hall for about 20 years. Several other dance 
groups also dance at this Grange. It that is an option in your area, join the Grange 
organization. They are fine folks and they are also looking for recreation opportunities. 
Another option might be lodges. The Elks Lodge for example. 


My community dance group also has had good luck in finding reasonable rental rates at 
dance studios. We dance on Sunday afternoons. The studios are usually closed on Sundays 
and are happy to be earning a few bucks. | know of one square dance club that has rented 
space at dance studios for probably 20 years. They dance on Saturday night. 


In the Denver area, | Know of a successful group in one senior citizen’s housing complex 
that has been active for 15-20 years. About four years ago a square dance couple moved into 
a luxury senior retirement complex and started a very successful community dance group at 
that complex. | suspect that some of the other retirement operations in the Dancer area would 
be open to a similar approach. The only problem is that the people attending the dance are 
restricted to residents. 


Some senior centers have access to halls. In this situation, the senior center can be the 
sponsor. Most likely these groups will want to meet in the afternoon and not in the evening. 
Most of the participants will be women so you will need gender neutral dances. 


| try and keep these posts fairly short. If any of you have any other suggestions, please 
comment. 


